Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  John 21:1-11 (Pg.  30  N. T. Pew Bible)   Rachael Bryson                         

    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “The King of Kings Has Come to Us”     
   Dedication of Offering 
   *BLESSING OF THE PALMS:
Pastor: Some of the crowd spread their garments on the road, others cut branches and spread them on the road. The crowd shouted “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest” Let us pray.

All:     Thank you, God, for palms that symbolize Christ’s entry into our lives with victory over sin and death. Bless each palm crown and each person here today as we use them to tell the world that Jesus has come and that he will come again. Amen.

*DISTRIBUTION OF THE PALMS
   *Hymn -                       “The Palms”                   See Insert
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 2, 2023, Palm Sunday!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored by Rachael Bryson in loving memory of her husband Pete Bryson.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR APR. 2nd and 9th: Marie Herb, Chris & Pam Herb & Family. 
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
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April 2, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - Palm Sunday
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Norine Goss                     

L:  Praise to him who comes in the name of the Lord.
P:  Shout with joy, for your King is coming!   

L:  He proclaims peace to the nations and healing to the end of the earth.
P:  Hosanna in the Highest. Honor and praise to Christ our King!
L: Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -           “All Glory, Laud and Honor”         Page 173
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
We confess, Lord, that our worship often lacks the enthusiasm of the early followers who shouted “Hosanna” in the streets of Jerusalem. So often we worship out of a sense of obligation rather than of enthusiastic desire. The smile is not on our faces, and the spring is not in our steps. Fill us, Lord, with a sense of awe and wonderment in your presence, and help us to celebrate with joy your mighty acts among us. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 118:1-2, 19-29 (Responsive)                                  
L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
 P: Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’
 L: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
 P: This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
L: I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
P: The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
L:  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
P:  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L:  Save us, we beseech you, give us success!

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of the Lord.

L: The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.

P: You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you.

ALL: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison) 

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

      I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
Baptism of Beau William Pellman

Hymn -            “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                      Page 174
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
        PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law);  *Sally Baker, (Home); *Tom/Flo Mallonee, (Tom is home on Hospice);  *Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson, car accident, home); *Barbara Croutharmel (Holy Spirit hosp Rm 844) & Dennis Croutharmel; *Ed & Peggy Berra, (home); *Chad Kitchen, (Hosp out of critical condition); *Chris Herb Jr.; Carol Knight; Diane Shaffer; Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; 
 Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose;  Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Kelly Shutt.; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Dwayne Miller, Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 2 Palm Sunday - 9:00AM - Sunday School - The Chosen
               10:15AM - Baptism of Beau Pellman - In-Person Worship Service or Online (No Communion this Sunday, Communion will be next Sunday on Easter)

Apr. 4 -   7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
Apr. 6 -   7:00PM - Maundy Thursday Service (Combination of a Seder Meal, Holy Communion and Tenebrae Service

Apr. 7 -   12:00Noon - Good Friday Service
Apr. 9 Easter Sunday - 
     6:30AM - Sunrise Service-Camp Hebron (Breakfast to follow)

                 9:00AM - Sunday School - The Chosen
          10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -Communion this Sunday, Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bob Endy, Gary Fetterhoff,  (*Marie Herb and *Sue Faust if four servers are needed)
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday April 11th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken, Filling, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. April 6th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.
GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
LAY READERS: Apr. 2 - Marie Herb; Apr. 9 - Jan Quinn; Apr. 16 - Doris Hand. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Apr. 2 - Donna Novinger; Apr. 9 - Ken Bechtel; Apr. 16 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

    On behalf of the Pastoral Search Committee, we thank everyone who has taken the Congregational Survey. The information you have provided will greatly help the committee going forward. Also, we will be passing some of the information onto the Elders and Council so that they can address some of the concerns that you have.
What does the Pastoral Search Committee plan to do next?

    Our next step is to complete our church profile. This is what potential candidates will look at to see if they are interested in the position. After our profile is published, it will take some time for us to get profiles to review. We plan on giving more updates in the future and we apologize that you haven’t heard from us more often.
Things to keep in mind:

· The committee only started to work on the search process in October.

· It takes about 12-18 months for the process to be complete, so please be patient.

· We are an elected group. We ask that you continue to trust us as we go through this process.

· We can’t share everything that we do. When we agreed to serve on the committee, we agreed to confidentiality.

                      Thank you again, PSC Chair Bridget Campbell

DEVOTIONALS: Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” devotional booklets for April, May, and June are on the display on the cupboard at the front entrance.
                        The Palms          (Insert)

1.
O’er all the way, green palms and blos-soms gay ----


Are strewn this day in fes-tal prep-a-ra-tion,


Where Je-sus comes to wipe our tears a-way; ----


E’en now the throng to wel-come him pre-pare. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev-’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord!  ---


Bless him who com-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. 

2.
Sing and re-joice, O blest Je-ru-sa-lem;


Of all thy sons sing the e-man-ci-pa-tion!


Through bound-less love the Christ of Beth-le-hem


Brings faith and hope to thee for ev-er-more. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord! ---


Bless him who come-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. 

                               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
         Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                                        Weekly Devotional for April 2, 2023

Invocation:

Lord, we gather to praise you this morning, as did the believers in the streets of Jerusalem so many years ago.  May our hosannas be genuine, and may our devotion be sincere as we bow before you with prayers and thanksgiving for your life, death and resurrection.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 118;1-2, 19-29, Matthew 21:1-11

Sermon:

“The King of Kings Has Come to Us!”
Psalm 118;1-2, 19-29, Matthew 21:1-11

Today is Palm Sunday.  Today we sing the very joyous Palm Sunday Hymns we so much love and we will hold our Palms in hand and maybe wave them a bit because this was a very important moment in the mission of our Lord. It was important enough to be recorded in all four Gospels, here in Matthew 21, but also in Mark 11, Luke 19, and in John 12. 

Jesus was less than a week away from the cross. And one of the most important things to know about that Palm Sunday nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus was firmly committed to die on the cross for our sins. Jesus didn’t ride into Jerusalem to receive praise from His adoring fans. Jesus rode into the city with His heart firmly fixed on the cross. 

As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, He was determined to die for us, and His enemies were making their final plans.  Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead.   It was an astounding miracle of God!  And that was the final straw for the chief priests and Pharisees who hated the Lord. These men had wanted to kill Jesus for months, but after Lazarus was raised, they made Christ's death an official policy.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday He knew that He was headed to the cross.   And He did it out of His love for His Heavenly Father, and for us.

While I am so glad that He did this, I also stand in astonishment that He did this for me and you.  
And one of the greatest wonders of it all is that Jesus has come here too.  By His Holy Spirit, Jesus is here today, just as surely as He rode into Jerusalem long ago. The King has come for you and me, and He wants to come to you and me.

Peter Marshall was one of the great preachers of the 20th century. One of the things special about him was his gift to make people aware of the presence of Jesus Christ.  One of his best-known sermons was called, "The King Is in the Audience."  He preached it every year on the anniversary of going to the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.  And Dr. Marshall would say, "The King is in the audience, walking these aisles or sitting beside you.  You may whisper your own prayer to the King now."

Heart-searching silence would follow.  One woman said, "We seemed actually to feel Christ beside us, to hear the rustling of His robe."

We too should feel the presence of the Lord in our lives, because by His Holy Spirit, He is here with us now.  He is walking these aisles and sitting beside you.  He is always with us as believers.

What does the Lord's coming on Palm Sunday tell us about His coming to us?  Well In today's Scripture we see that Jesus actually humbled Himself enough to need help from people like us. We see this truth in verses 1-3, where the Bible says, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.  Loose them and bring them to Me.  And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.''

Some scholars think this must have been a pre-arranged plan between Jesus and the owners. And that's possible, but it's not necessarily true. The Lord could have given them advanced knowledge through His Holy Spirit, an angel, or a dream. Also remember from Matthew 17 that Jesus knew there would be a silver coin in the mouth of the first fish Peter caught. So, it's no stretch that Jesus knew the colt would be right where he needed it to be at the right time.

But Jesus made an surprising statement in verse three.  He told His disciples to tell the owners, “The Lord has need of them.”  The Lord needs them?  God Almighty, the maker of Heaven and Earth, the Creator of the whole universe and everything in it, the One who couldn't possibly need anything, needed those animals?

Yes, through His sovereign humility, the Lord chose to need that donkey.  And through His amazing grace, Jesus has chosen to need us too.   Jesus Christ could have road into Jerusalem by Himself, or ridden into the city on the wings of angels.  But He chose to need that colt.  He chose to need that young donkey.   And down through the ages, God has chosen to use little things we do to make a big difference.

Max Lucado pointed this fact out, when he wrote, "That guy who gave Jesus the donkey on Palm Sunday is just one of the long line of folks who gave little things to a big God.” Scripture has quite a gallery of so called donkey – givers.  Stroll through and see Rahab's rope, David's sling, and Samson's jawbone.  Wrap your hand around Moses' staff which split the sea.  I also think of the widow's mite, and the little boy's lunch that Jesus miraculously multiplied to feed over 5,000 men, plus women and children.  God used them all. And now He wants to use us.  Little things in God's Hand can make a big difference – a heart-felt prayer for a friend in need, a word of encouragement for a wounded heart, even a small offering can make a giant difference forever.  God can use us too. Through His great humility, God has chosen to need us.

One of our favorite Christmas prophecies about Jesus is Isaiah 9:6-7.  There the prophet wrote:

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”

Jesus Christ is the promised Prince of Peace, and He demonstrated this in a remarkable way on Palm Sunday.   Matthew helps us understand  in verses 4-5 where he wrote, “All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"

The fact that Jesus rode into the city on a donkey colt had great significance. This was the time of the Passover and Jerusalem and villages around were crowded.  As many as two million people were in Jerusalem at the time for the Passover feast.  Obviously Jesus couldn’t speak to a crowd of this magnitude.  So he did something all could see.  He came riding on a donkey’s colt.

This was a deliberate claim to be the Messiah. We know this, because by riding that donkey Jesus intentionally fulfilled the 500-year-old prophecy of Zechariah 9:9.  There the Word of God says, “Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey."

There is no doubt at all that Jesus was claiming to be the promised Messiah. But also, it was a claim to be a particular kind of Messiah. We have to be careful that we don’t misunderstand this picture.  To us the donkey is a lowly animal, but in Old Testament days, donkeys were considered to be noble animals.  They were also considered to be a symbol of royal peace.  The point was that when a king was coming to fight, he came riding on a war horse, but when he came in peace, he rode on a donkey.

This action of Jesus was a sure sign that He was coming as the Prince of Peace. That's why Luke tells us that as Jesus "was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, saying: 'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!' Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!''

Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace! And He can give us heavenly peace: Peace with our Heavenly Father, forgiveness, and a total pardon for our sins! 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace! And our Risen Savior is the only one who can give us peace with God.  But the only way Jesus could give us this peace was by dying on the cross for our sins. We can have His peace today, because Jesus came to take our place. We were guilty, but Jesus was willing to take our punishment and die on the cross for us.

I remember a story told to me from one of my parishioners who was a war veteran.  He said his company was standing alongside the road when out of nowhere came a hand grenade and fell right at their feet.  Without blinking his commanding officer jumped on top of the hand grenade and shielded the explosion giving his life up to save the life of his whole company.  

Has anyone ever died for you? The answer is Yes! Jesus Christ took our death, so that we could have God's gift of eternal life.  By placing our trust in Him, Jesus took our place so that we could have His peace forever!  Jesus is the prince of peace and He deserves our faithful service.

In verses 1-3 it says, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me.  And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord has need of them,' and immediately he will send them.''

Jesus told them to go, and they went.  Where does the Lord want you to go?  Maybe you don’t know right now, but He will let you know.   And wherever the Lord tells us to go, is exactly where we need to go!   He may send you to Brazil, but he is more likely to send you someplace close, like the hospital or a nursing home, or across the street to a neighbor or across the room to a friend.  On Palm Sunday, Jesus got to demonstrate His great desire for peace and people were led to worship the Lord, and our God was glorified.

All of these great things happened because those two disciples did what the Lord told them to do.  And there is no telling how many more great things will happen when we do the same.

The King of Kings has come to us.  As Peter Marshall would have said, "The King is in the audience, walking these aisles or sitting beside you." As Christians, Jesus is even living in us, so let's worship the Lord with all our hearts. Let's serve Him with gladness, go where He wants us to go, do what He wants us to do.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer:

Holy God, on this Palm Sunday we come to you as people w ho sing with joy.  But we also come to you as people who sometimes struggle.  We want to shout, waving branches with the excitement of your presence, but some days we can’t.  Some days, the best we can do is put one foot in front of the other.  We face times of illness, we have lost loved ones, we are not sure what the future holds.  In those times of struggle, may we remember your peace and love given to us through your Son.  On other days we struggle as people who do wave palm branches, thinking that glory and fame are the goals for life.  We want the things that are bigger and better.  But that is not what you have called us to be.  You have called us to speak out for the oppressed, to speak up for the underdog, to strive to increase love and not power.

So we start by praying for those who need you love and presence in their lives.  Bring healing and peace into the lives of your people.  We pray for ____________________.

 As we sing hosanna’s today, help us to seek to live our lives sharing the same kind of love Christ shared so long ago.  We pray these things in the name of Christ who taught us to pray . . . Our father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

As you leave this place, may you continue to sing hosannas and honor Christ as the sovereign and ruler of your life; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit go with you.  Amen.

